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“True and real
entrusting to Amida
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In the past month, donations to the amount of $1,132.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $12.00 in the donation box. The HBMA acknowledges

the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations: :

* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Membership pledge (One year)

* Mr Fujio Shizuka — Membership pledge (3 months) New Member!
* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donation & Osaisen

* Mr Michael Chen — Special Donation

* Mr Shigeki likura — Membership pledge

* Mr Jonathan Shearman — Special Donations

* Chanting CD sold

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honorarium

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Rev Watanabe invited to join
Remembering and Healing
10 Years Anniversary
All inclusive, Multi-faith and Multi-
cultural Service for the Anzac Day

Eve & Anzac Day in Lismore
24&25 April 2019

Rev Watanabe was once
again invited to participate in
“Remembering and Healing” -
the Multi-faith and Multicul-
tural service for Anzac Day
§ Eve and Anzac Day in Lis-
more, NSW.

This peace event is always
organised by Remembering
and Healing (RaH) Inc. and
our friend Ms Sabina Baltru-
weit was chairperson.

Rev Watanabe extending his

peace message after his On Anzac Eve at St Andrew’s
Chanting for Peace. (24/04/19). Anglican Church in Lismore,
the meeting began with, first
of all, Aunty Thelma James, Rev
| Christian Ford, Rector of Anglican
Church extending their welcome to
us. This was followed by reading a
letter from RaH’s Mentor Father
Paul Glynn OAM, a message from
RaH representative Sabina Baltru-
weit. Then after the choir sang for us,
Lismore MP Janelle Saffin, the Presi-
dent of NR Muslim Association, Ab-
dul Aziz, and Lismore Coun-
= cillor Vanessa Elkins shared
'their peace messages and
prayers for peace. Then, Rev
Watanabe shared a peace
message and chanting.
At the end of the ceremony
we all lighted candle at the
4 shrine. There were over a
hundred people present on that evening.

St Andrew’s Angli-
can Church where
Anzac Eve ceremon;

took place. (24/4/19).

On the following day, Anzac Day, the ceremony took
place in the Fountain room of the Lismore City Hall.

In the Fountain Room of the Lismore City Hall, everyone sit on
chair in circle and participated in talk about peace. (25/04/19)

This Anzac Day gathering started right after the offi-
cial ceremony in Town which was 11 am sharp.

The gathering was started after Rev Watanabe’s
chanting and message. Everyone sat on chairs forming
a big circle in the room. Anyone could speak up about
Anzac Day, War and of course peace. g
After most of the participants spoke,
we sang “Imagine” all together lead
by a guitarist. Everyone had really
meaningful and enjoyable time.
After the ceremony we all watered
the “Tree for Peace”. We all hope
that we can create a peaceful world

Rev Watanabe, Sho

without any conflicts ant wars. Ami and Sabina.
In Gassho, (25/04/19)

L 1
Rev Watanabe attended a

Sri Lanka victims’ Memorial gathering at St
Mary’s Cathedral (26/04/19) ‘ :

.o 5o Most Reverend
; ‘ Anthony Fisher
- OP, Archbishop ¢
of Sydney in- g
7 vited religious

leaders from

the Sydney area to a Candlelight
Vigil in St Mary’s Cathedral Fore-
court, in the Cathedral at 5:30pm
on Friday 26 April, following the Memorial Mass for
persecuted Christians and the people of Sri Lanka. As
one of the representatives of
Buddhists, Rev Watanabe
B8 participated in this cere-
@ mony together with Ven
Miao You, from Nan Tien
Temple and Ven Bhante Su-
{ jato from Santi Forest Mon-
astery, commemorating the
all the victims who lost their
lives in the terror attacks on
Sunday 21 April. In Gassho,

Hundreds of the Sri Lankan
community people gathered for
this commemorative event at
the St Mary Cathedral.

EEEEEEE NN EEENEENENENEENE Ny
Welcome to HBMA !
New Member

Mr Fujio Shizuka
Sydney, NSW

We hope you will enjoy
the life of Nembutsu, and
- listening to the Dharma.
Please try to share our won-
derful teaching of the Nem-
butsu with everyone you
talk to. In Gassho,




(From page 2) Rev Mark’s

“Time and Rennyo Shonin”

out the essentials of the Jodo
Shinshu teachings again and
again, and if we pay attention
then eventually ‘the penny
will drop’ and any bonbu will
be able to understand. Here
he is repeating the message of
the previous quote, and is|
pointing out that intellectual
knowledge - being told some-
thing or reading something -
is not the same as experien-
tial knowledge. We bonbu Rev

Mark
may of ourselves be incapable (08/04118)

of prajna -
enlightened insight -
Tathagata’s mind given to us. It is that, and not sim-
ply learning about the Tathagata’s Vow that ensures
our birth in the land of bliss.

Healsmith

but true entrusting is the

What is important here though, is not to ‘lose sight of
the forest for the trees.’” We must not become lost in
the vast and wonderful teachings of Shakyamuni Bud-
dha nor in the commentaries and philosophical explo-
rations of generations of learned monks. We must not
lose sight of the Pure Land teachings. There is no
problem with being intellectually curious and enjoying
reading Buddhist scriptures and commentaries, but
we need to always keep in mind the teachings of our
compassionate masters in the Jodo Shinshu tradition,
such as this, again from Rennyo Shonin.

‘Those who are not concerned about their afterlife
are considered to be ignorant persons, even though
they may be well versed in eighty thousand Dharma-
teachings; those who have resolved the matter of the
afterlife are described as wise persons, even if they
are illiterate laymen or laywomen. So it is said.

Therefore, in our tradition we should know that for
those who study various scriptures and are knowl-
edgeable about Buddhism, all is in vain if they are ig-

norant of the single thought of entrusting.’
Letters of Rennyo No.20 p77

Whatever knowledge of the Buddhadharma, or of
other matters, that we may acquire, the point is, what
are we looking for? If we are not looking to resolve the
great matter of birth and death then our knowledge
will not help us. No amount of learning will stop us
from being bonbu - foolish beings full of karmic evil
and incapable of following the path of the sages to
complete enlightenment. We bonbu must find and ac-
cept the Pure Land teachings, say the nembutsu and
experience the ‘single thought of entrusting’ - that is,
shinjin. Then the great matter of birth and death is
settled. Rennyo Shonin makes it clear.

‘Settled mind in our traditional lies in discarding the
inclination toward various practices and entrusting
yourselves single-heartedly to Amida Tathagata,
without having to worry about your deep karmic evils
and hindrances. You should not have the slightest
doubt that the sentient beings who seriously rely on

HBMA News Hana-Matsuri at GWPS

Amida for resolving the matter of the greatest impor-

tance of the afterlife will all be saved.’
Letters of Rennyo No. 15 p61

I could quote Rennyo Shonin again and again making
essentially the same points, but I will end with one
last quote that exemplifies the directness of the teach-
ings, but also their trans-temporal, ineffable wonder.

‘Since such great virtues are directed to us who en-
trust ourselves to Amida with singleness of heart, all
our karmic hindrances and evils committed in the
three periods - past, present and future - will be elimi-
nated at once, and thus we dwell in the stage of the
truly settled, or the stage equal to perfect enlighten-
ment.’ Letters of Rennyo No. 23 p87

How wonderful this is. My gratitude knows no

bounds.
Namo Amida Butsu.
Rev Mark Healsmith
m RevWatanabe teaching the Buddhist

Scrmture Class at Gordon West Pubhc
School H :

We had our last
scripture class of
the Term 1 on 10
April and the day
was close enough
to the Buddha’s
birthday, so we
celebrated Shakya-
muni Buddha’s
birth at the
Gordon West Pub-
lic School!

7% Rev  Wata-
/ﬁi nabe brought
S the statue of
Baby Buddha and after we
read a passage from the book .
which describes the day Bud- j&
dha was born. The Baby Bud- E
dha statue was surrounded f
by col- 3 :
oured pictures of Lurnblnl Garden
drawn by all the students! And we
all took in turn bathe the Baby
Buddha =

' which made
everyone SO

happy!
In Gassho,




2019 Hana-Matsuri messa,

(From page 1)

After the service, we all en- JSIR

joyed a variety of food pre- 2 in

pared by those who had at- [S&8¢ .\' (3t

tended. Much appreciation &2 ”_,f

from HBMA goes to Mr/Mrs § x‘& &

Victor & Gill Davidson, Ms —— =

Ayako Mitsui-Browne, Mr & 2

Mrs Michael Chen and Jenni- Y

fer Hsu, Mr Norman Fung, Mr {ton) My Ayalco Mltsu_l Browne,
’ 4 (centre) Ms Rika Ueno-Wong and

Jonathan Shearman, Ms Yu- @ottom) Mr Michael Chen are

kiko Hirano, Ms Yasco New- bathing Baby Buddha.

ton, Ms Rika Ueno-Wong, then

the delicious food for lunch!
I believe that without all of

i BN these peo-
ple’s support k
this  year’s
| Hana Ma- '
I | . .
e ; ‘ tsurl service Z
&"’ w4 Iwould not wEE
' 9‘ have been so
W",' successful.
- 2 ,
. Thank  you [
Everyone enjoyed
much

delicious Otoki Pot- V€Y
luck-lunch prepared for your support!

by all attendants
(07/04/18).

In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

The following Dharma talk was written by Rev Mark Healsmith for the Hana
Matsuri service 2019.

DHARMA TALK for Hana Matsuri 7 April 2019
TIME AND RENNYO SHONIN

Sometimes I find myself thinking about time. This is
probably partly because as I get older I am - like most
people - more conscious of the time that makes up my
life that has passed and the lesser amount of time - life
- that there remains to me. So be it, and I don’t regret
the passing of time. It’s just that I am not sure I un-
derstand time, so I think about it..

The concept of the ‘arrow of time’ extending in a
straightforward manner from the past to the present
and on to the future is a utilitarian concept, but like
many common sense, useful concepts it is philosophi-
cally naive and only a ‘relative truth.” I do not claim
any deep understanding of the teachings derived from
the Avatamsaka Sutra (Kegon in Japanese). However,
there is the Kegon teaching of the ‘Jewel Net of Indra’
which is a metaphor for the realm of reality, that is, for
the true nature of reality. We are to imagine an infi-
nitely expansive net in three dimensions, with, at each
intersection of the net a jewel in which is reflected
every other jewel. Each jewel reflects the totality of
each and every other jewel. This is a way of teaching
the interpenetration of all phenomena - things, actions,
thoughts - everything. Time must be part of the inter-
penetration, and if so then past and future become
meaningless and there is only the eternal everything -
the eternal now. At a stretch we can just about grasp

e ™

the metaphor. However, we bonbu are incapable of
grasping the reality - only an enlightened being, a
Buddha - could do that.

The Vows of Amida Tathagata also challenge the na-
ive view of time. Amida’s Vows are structured in such
a way that there is a causal connection both from the
past to the future - our present - and from this pre-
sent to the past. Each of Amida’s vows states that if,
when He attains Buddhahood, the vow will be ful-
filled, otherwise the Tathagata will not attain perfect
Enlightenment. So, Amida’s vow power ensures the
fulfilment of each vow, but His perfect Enlightenment
which makes this happen is only complete because of
the actualisation of the vow here and now.

With regard to the 18th Vow, Amida Tathagata’s com-
plete enlightenment is assured only because here and
now each one of us says his name and ensures our
birth in the Pure Land. As with Indra’s net each
thing reflects every other
thing. Our actions now are linked
to Amida’s vow in the immeasura-
bly distant past and past and pre-
sent become one, or become mean-
ingless. It is hard to think about
this, and, in the end not necessary
to do so. There is a lesson to be
learnt here though and perhaps
Rennyo Shonin had this in mind
when he taught this -

Rennyo Shonin
(1415-1499)

‘- (some) claim that the significance of the entrust-
Iing heart is not to forget that Amida Tathagata has
settled our birth since he realised enlightenment ten
kalpas ago. In such an assertion we find that taking
refuge in Amida and attaining the entrusting heart of
Other Power is totally lacking.’

Letters of Rennyo No. 11 p45

What I take from this is that it is our practice in the
present - saying the Nembutsu and the eternal prac-
tice of the Tathagata that gives us His mind and true
entrusting - both taking place in the here and now
which ensure the fulfilment of the Vow. The Vow was
fulfilled ten kalpas ago but also right now in the mo-
ment of shinjin and this is beyond our commonplace
understanding of time and causation. Simply know-
ing that Amida Tathagata settled our birth in the
past is not enough. We must experience this in the
present. This experience is shinjin.

Rennyo Shonin continues -

‘Even if we know our birth has been settled since
Amida’s enlightenment ten kalpas ago, unless we
fully realize the entrusting heart of Other power,
through which we are to attain birth, we will not be
born in the land of bliss.’ Letters of Rennyo No.11 p45

In his letters, Rennyo Shonin compassionately points
(Continues on page 3)
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Front row (L-R):: Ms Jennifer Hsu Rev Watanabe Ms Jill Davidson, Back
row : Sho Watanabe, Mr Norman Fung, Mr Michael Chen, Ms Rika
Ueno-Wong, Ms Yukiko Hirano, Ashleigh and Yasco Newton, Mr Victor
Davidson, Jonathan Shearman, Yushin Watanabe and Ms Ayako Mit-
sui-Browne. (07/04/19)
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HBMA members, supporters and friends

\_j;"\\ / / gathered on Sunday, 7 April to celebrate
IN /. Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday, the Hana
a5 Matsuri (Flower festival), also known as [§

Kanbutsu-e!
We shared this happiest occasion as Bud-
dhists with members,
%’%‘6’7 many new faces! It was so nice to welcome
Mr Michael Chen and Mrs Jennifer Hsu
from Maha Bodhi Centre. We also welcomed Mr Jona-
than Shearman, Ms Yasco Newton and her lovely
daughter Ashleigh, Ms Yukiko Hirano, Ms Rika Ueno-
Wong, and Mr Norman Fung.
It always gives us peace of mind to welcome our regular
members, Mr & Mrs Victor and Gill Davidson, Ms.
Ayako Mitsui-Browne, my wife, Yukimi and children,
Yushin and Sho. Thank you for attending this very im-
portant service! We are extremely happy to have chil-
dren present for this joyous occasion. Thank you Yasco
for bringing your daughter!
During the Hana Matsuri ser-
vice, we celebrate the life of
each one of us, therefore each

Ao After chanting the Three Ref-
uges, Ti-Sarana, and a sutra
(Juni-rai), each of us took turn
offering incense and performed
w Kanbutsu (bathing the baby

fully decollated for the Hana '
Matsuri servico0g/04/19).  Buddha with sweet tea)! All of

supporters with |
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the children and also all the
grown-ups were impatient to
perform this ritual. Each per-
son was very intent and seri-
ous but came away with a big
smile after bathing the baby
Buddha!

Our guest speaker, Rev Mark
Healsmith, unfortunately was
not able to make his trip to
Sydney because of his health
condition, but he sent us his
‘Dharma message entitled
 “Time and Rennyo Shonin”-
H (please read the following article).
Our president, Mr Victor
Davidson, a specialist of read-
ing as a librarian kindly read
the message on his behalf.

To conclude, we sang
“Hanamatsuri Koshin kyoku”.

HBMA’s front sign wel-
coming everyone!

Ms Yasco Newton,
bathing Baby Buddha (Continues on page 2)
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wons Please attend
GOTAN-E &

2019 HBMA AGM

11 am ~ Sunday 19 May 2019

\N\ /-

Please be sure to come to the
Gotan-e service to celebrate
Shinran Shonin’s birthday. It
will start at 11am, and will be
followed by the Annual Gen-

Shinran Shonin
1173-1263

eral Meeting.

Those who plan to attend the service and
AGM, please bring one dish for lunch to
share. We hope we'll have a meaningful ser-
vice and a fruitful meeting. This is a very im-
portant meeting for HBMA, so please make
sure to come along on this day.
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